
Statewide Initiative Usage 
 

Number Of Initiatives Number Passed Number Failed Passage Rate 
136 68 68 50% 

 
Statewide Initiatives 

 
Year Measure 

Number Type Subject Matter Description Pass/Fail 

1914 I-10 DS Legal Convict Labor Road Measure. Failed 
1914 I-13 DS Labor Eight hour workday Failed 
1914 I-3 DS Alcohol Regulation Providing for statewide prohibition. Passed 
1914 I-6 DS Daylight Savings Time Blue Sky Law. Failed 

1914 I-7 DS Administration of 
Government Abolishing Bureau of Inspection. Failed 

1914 I-8 DS Administration of 
Government Abolish Employment Offices. Passed 

1914 I-9 DS Legal First Aid to Injured. Failed 
1916 I-18 IDS Alcohol Regulation Brewer's Hotel Bill. Failed 
1916 I-24 DS Alcohol Regulation Brewer's Bill. Failed 

1922 I-40 DS Civil Rights Repealing Chapter 174, Laws of 1921, 
relating to the Poll Tax. Passed 

1922 I-46 DS Education "30-10" School Plan. Failed 
1924 I-49 DS Education Compulsory school attendance. Failed 
1924 I-50 DS Taxes Limitation of Taxation. Failed 
1924 I-52 DS Utility Regulation Electric Power Measure. Failed 

1930 I-1 IDS Administration of 
Government District Power Measure. Passed 

1930 I-57 DS Apportionment/ 
Redistricting 

Redistricting State for Legislative 
Purpose. Passed 

1932 I-58 DS Election Reform Permanent voter registration. Passed 
1932 I-61 DS Alcohol Regulation Relating to intoxicating liquors. Passed 

1932 I-62 DS Administration of 
Government Creating Department of Game. Passed 

1932 I-64 DS Taxes Limits Tax levy on Real and Personal 
Property to 40 Mills. Passed 

1932 I-69 DS Taxes Income Tax Measure. Passed 
1934 I-77 DS Animal Rights Fish Traps and Fishing Regulations. Passed 
1934 I-94 DS Taxes 40-Mill Tax Limit. Passed 

1936 I-101 DS Administration of 
Government Civil Service. Failed 

1936 I-114 DS Taxes 40-Mill Tax Limit. Passed 
1936 I-115 DS Welfare Relative to old age pensions. Failed 
1936 I-119 DS Business Regulation Production for Use. Failed 
1938 I-126 DS Election Reform Non-Partisan School Election. Passed 
1938 I-129 DS Taxes 40-Mill Tax Limit. Passed 
1938 I-130 DS Labor Regulation of Labor Disputes. Failed 
1940 I-139 DS Bonds P.U.D. Bonds. Failed 
1940 I-141 DS Welfare Relative to old age pensions. Passed 
1944 I-157 DS Welfare Relative to old age assistance laws. Failed 

1944 I-158 DS Welfare Liberalization of Old Age Assistance Laws 
by the Townsend Clubs of Washington. Failed 

1946 I-166 DS Utility Regulation 

Relating to Public Utility Districts; requiring 
approval of voters as prerequisite to 

acquisition of any operating electrical 
utility properties. 

Failed 

1948 I-13 IDS Alcohol Regulation Restricting sales of Beer and Wine to 
State Liquor Stores. Failed 

1948 I-169 DS Veteran Affairs 

Providing Bonus to Veterans of World 
War . [State Supreme Court ruled 

measure unconstitutional Feb. 4, 1949. A 
similar measure was passed into law by 

the 1949 Legislature.] 

Passed 



Year Measure 
Number Type Subject Matter Description Pass/Fail 

1948 I-171 DS Alcohol Regulation Providing liquor by the drink with certain 
restrictions. Passed 

1948 I-172 DS Administration of 
Government 

Relating to Liberalization of Social 
Security Laws. Passed 

1950 I-176 DS Welfare 

Increasing to $65 monthly the minimum 
grant for certain categories of public 
assistance, otherwise extending the 
social security program, and making 

appropriation. 

Failed 

1950 I-178 DS Health/Medical 

Modifying the Citizens' Security Act of 
1948 and transferring the public 

assistance medical program to the State 
Department of Health. 

Passed 

1952 I-180 DS Business Regulation Authorizing the manufacture, sale and 
use of colored oleomargarine. Passed 

1952 I-181 DS Daylight Savings Time Prescribing the Observance of Standard 
Time. Passed 

1952 I-184 DS Welfare Relative to old age pensions. Failed 

1954 I-188 DS Business Regulation Raising standards for chiropractic 
examinations. Failed 

1954 I-192 DS Environmental 
Reform 

Regulation of Commercial Salmon 
Fishing. Failed 

1954 I-193 DS Daylight Savings Time Statewide Daylight Saving Time. Failed 

1954 I-194 DS Alcohol Regulation Restricting television alcoholic beverage 
advertising. Failed 

1956 I-198 DS Labor Affecting Employer-Employee Relations. Failed 

1956 I-199 DS Apportionment/ 
Redistricting 

Legislative Reapportionment and 
Redistricting. [In 1957 the Legislature 

extensively amended this act by passing 
Chapter 289, Laws of 1947 by two-thirds 

approval of both branches of the 
Legislature.] 

Passed 

1958 I-202 DS Labor Restricting Labor Agreements. Failed 

1958 I-23 IDS Administration of 
Government Civil service for sheriff's employees. Passed 

1960 I-205 DS Alcohol Regulation Authorizing tavern spirituous liquor 
licenses. Failed 

1960 I-207 DS Administration of 
Government Civil Service for State Employees. Passed 

1960 I-208 DS Housing Authorizing Joint Tenancies in Property. Passed 
1960 I-210 DS Daylight Savings Time Statewide Daylight Saving Time. Passed 

1960 I-25 IDS Administration of 
Government 

Dam construction and water diversion 
measure. Passed 

1962 I-211 DS Apportionment/Redis
tricting 

State Legislature Reapportionment and 
Redistricting. Failed 

1964 I-215 DS Environmental 
Reform Marine Recreation Land Act. Passed 

1966 I-226 DS Administration of 
Government Cities Sharing Sales - Use Taxes. Failed 

1966 I-229 DS Business Regulation Repealing Sunday Activities Blue Law. Passed 
1966 I-233 DS Utility Regulation Repealing Freight Train Crew Law. Passed 

1968 I-242 DS Legal Drivers' Implied consent -- Intoxication 
Tests. Passed 

1968 I-245 DS Banking Reform Reducing maximum retain service 
charges. Passed 

1968 I-32 IDS Environmental 
Reform Local processing of State timber. Failed 

1970 I-251 DS Taxes State Taxation -- To Regulate Imposition. Failed 

1970 I-256 DS Environmental 
Reform 

Prohibiting certain nonrefundable 
beverage receptacles. Failed 

1972 I-258 DS Gaming Certain Cities -- Greyhound Racing 
Franchises. Failed 

1972 I-261 DS Alcohol Regulation Liquor sales by licensed retailers. Failed 

1972 I-276 DS Campaign Finance 
Reform 

Establishes disclosure laws and other 
campaign finance regulations. Passed 



Year Measure 
Number Type Subject Matter Description Pass/Fail 

1972 I-40 IDS Environmental 
Reform Litter Control Act. Passed 

1972 I-43 IDS Environmental 
Reform 

Regulating Shoreline Use and 
Development. Passed 

1972 I-44 IDS Taxes Statutory Tax Limitation - 20 Mills. Passed 

1973 I-282 DS Administration of 
Government 

Shall state elected officials' salary 
increases be limited to 5.5% over 1965 
levels, and judges' the same over 1972 

levels? 

Passed 

1975 I-314 DS Taxes 

Shall corporations pay a 12% excise tax 
measured by income so that special 

school levies may be reduced or 
eliminated. 

Failed 

1975 I-316 DS Death Penalty 
Shall the death penalty be mandatory in 

the case of aggravated murder in the 
first degree? 

Passed 

1976 I-322 DS Health/Medical 
Shall fluoridation of public water supplies 
be made unlawful and violation subject 

to criminal penalties. 
Failed 

1976 I-325 DS 
Nuclear 

weapons/facilities/w
aste 

Shall future nuclear power facilities 
which do not meet certain conditions 

and receive two-thirds approval by the 
legislature be prohibited. 

Failed 

1977 I-335 DS Legal Regulation of pornography. Passed 

1977 I-345 DS Taxes State, local sales and use taxes: food 
exemptions. Passed 

1977 I-348 DS Taxes Repeal of variable fuel tax. Failed 

1977 I-59 IDS Administration of 
Government 

Limit appropriations of public water: 
agriculture. Passed 

1978 I-350 DS Education Assignment of students to schools -   
prohibitions. Passed 

1979 I-61 IDS Environmental 
Reform 

Five cent refund on beverage 
containers. Failed 

1979 I-62 IDS Taxes State tax revenue limitation. Passed 

1980 I-383 DS 
Nuclear 

weapons/facilities/w
aste 

Bans on radioactive wastes generated 
out of State. Passed 

1981 I-394 DS Bonds Voter approval: bonds for public energy 
projects. Passed 

1981 I-402 DS Taxes Abolition of state inheritance and gift 
tax. Passed 

1982 I-412 DS Business Regulation Maximum interest rate on retail sales. Failed 

1982 I-414 DS Environmental 
Reform 

Five cent refund on beverage 
containers. Failed 

1982 I-435 DS Taxes Sales, other business taxes replaced by 
franchise tax. Failed 

1984 I-456 M Business Regulation Petition Congress to de-commercialize 
steelhead. Passed 

1984 I-464 DS Taxes Trade-in values; sales tax computation. Passed 
1984 I-471 DS Abortion No public funding of abortions. Failed 

1986 I-90 IDS Taxes Sales/use tax for conservation, 
recreation programs. Failed 

1987 I-92 IDS Welfare Charges to Medicare patients; 
reasonable charges. Failed 

1988 I-518 DS Labor Minimum wage increases: include 
agricultural sector. Passed 

1989 I-102 IDS Taxes $360K new taxes for family services, K-12 
education. Failed 

1990 I-547 DS Environmental 
Reform 

Growth and environmental protection 
goals, fees. Failed 

1991 I-119 IDS Physician assisted 
suicide 

Allows a mentally competent adult who 
is suffering from a terminal illness to 

request and obtain medication from a 
physician to end that patient’s own life 

in a humane and dignified manner. 

Failed 



Year Measure 
Number Type Subject Matter Description Pass/Fail 

1991 I-120 IDS Abortion Revise abortion laws - a woman's right to 
choose. Passed 

1991 I-553 DS Term Limits Term limits on state and federal officers. 
6/12 Failed 

1991 I-559 DS Taxes Adjust property value for tax purposes. Failed 

1992 I-134 IDS Campaign Finance 
Reform 

Limit campaign contributions, funding, 
campaigns. Passed 

1992 I-573 DS Term Limits Term limits on state legislature 6/8, 
Governor, and Congress 6/12. Passed 

1993 I-593 DS Legal This measure imposes a "three strikes your 
out" rule for major criminal convictions. Passed 

1993 I-601 DS Taxes Limits state expenditures and provides 
for a popular vote on new taxes. Passed 

1993 I-602 DS Taxes 
This measure would limit state taxes and 
expenditures to a set formula, as well as 

repeal certain revenue measures. 
Failed 

1994 I-607 DS Business Regulation 

Shall persons other than dentists be 
licensed to make and sell dentures to 

the public, as regulated by a new state 
board of denture technology? 

Passed 

1995 I-640 DS Environmental 
Reform Regulation of state fishing Failed 

1995 I-651 DS Gaming Should gambling be allowed on Native 
American lands? Failed 

1996 I-173 DS Education Scholarship vouchers. Failed 

1996 I-177 DS Education Provides for publicly-funded charter 
schools Failed 

1996 I-655 DS Animal Rights 
Prohibits baiting of bear; prohibits 

hunting bear, cougar, bobcat or lynx 
with dogs. 

Passed 

1996 I-670 DS Term Limits Informed Voter Law. Failed 

1996 I-671 DS Gaming Allows limited electronic gaming on 
Indian lands Failed 

1997 I-673 DS Health/Medical 

Shall health insurance plans be 
regulated as to provision of services by 

designated health care providers, 
managed care provisions, and 

disclosure of certain plan information? 

Failed 

1997 I-676 DS Gun Regulation 

Shall the transfer of handguns without 
trigger-locking devices be prohibited 
and persons possessing or acquiring a 

handgun be required to obtain a 
handgun safety license? 

Failed 

1997 I-677 DS Civil Rights 

Shall discrimination based on sexual 
orientation be prohibited in 

employment, employment agency, and 
union membership practices, without 

requiring employee partner benefits or 
preferential treatment? 

Failed 

1997 I-678 DS Business Regulation 

Shall dental hygienist who obtain a 
special license endorsement be 

permitted to perform designated dental 
hygiene services without the supervision 

of a licensed dentist? 

Failed 

1997 I-685 DS Drug Policy Reform 

Shall penalties for drug possession and 
drug-related violent crime be revised, 
medical use of Schedule I controlled 
substances be permitted, and a dug 
prevention commission established? 

Failed 

1998 I-200 IDS Civil Rights 

Would prohibit state and local 
government entities from discriminating 

against or granting preferential 
treatment to any individual or group 

based on race and sex and color and 
ethnicity or national origin. 

Passed 



Year Measure 
Number Type Subject Matter Description Pass/Fail 

1998 I-688 DS Labor Would increase the minimum wage for 
workers eighteen years and older. Passed 

1998 I-692 DS Drug Policy Reform 
Would permit the medical use of 

marijuana by patients with certain 
terminal or debilitating conditions. 

Passed 

1998 I-694 DS Abortion 

Would make it a felony to kill a fetus in 
the "process of birth" except when such 

procedure is the only way to prevent 
death of the mother. 

Failed 

1999 I-695 DS Taxes 
This measure would establish license tab 
fees at $30 per year for motor vehicles. 
No new taxes without vote of people. 

Passed 

1999 I-696 DS Environmental 
Reform 

Prohibit certain commercial net, troll, 
and trawl fishing in fresh and marine 
waters, except tribal treaty fisheries. 

Failed 

2000 I-713 DS Animal Rights 

This measure would make it a gross 
misdemeanor to capture an animal with 
a steel-jawed leg hold trap, neck snare, 

or other body-gripping trap. 

Passed 

2000 I-722 DS Taxes 

This measure would declare null and 
void tax and fee increases adopted 
without voter approval by state and 

local governments between July 2, 1999, 
and December 31, 1999. 

Passed 

2000 I-728 DS Education 

This measure would direct that certain 
existing state revenue, including all 

unobligated lottery revenue, be placed 
in a student achievement fund and in 

the education construction fund. 

Passed 

2000 I-729 DS Education 
This measure would authorize school 

districts and public universities to sponsor 
charter public schools. 

Failed 

2000 I-732 DS Education 
This measure would provide annual cost-

of-living salary adjustments to school 
district employees. 

Passed 

2000 I-745 DS Taxes 

This measure would require that 90% of 
state and local transportation funds, 

including local transit taxes bus 
excluding ferry and transit fares, be 

spent on road construction, 
improvement, and maintenance.  Road 
and lane construction and maintenance 
would be the top transportation priority.  

Failed 

2001 I-747 DS Taxes 
This measure would establish new "limit 
factors" for taxing districts in setting their 

property tax levies each year. 
Passed 

2001 I-773 DS Taxes 
This measure would impose an 

additional sales tax on cigarettes and a 
surtax on wholesaled tobacco products. 

Passed 

2001 I-775 DS Health/Medical 

Creates a “home care quality authority” 
to establish qualifications, standards, 
accountability, training, referral and 

employment relations for publicly 
funded individual providers of in-home 

care services. 

Passed 

 


