
Connecticut Constitution 
 
The state does not have the statewide initiative process and so therefore 
the following provisions discuss the procedures used by the state 
legislature to place constitutional amendments on the ballot. 
 
Article Third: Sec. 1.  
The legislative power of the state shall be vested in two distinct houses or 
branches; the one to be styled the senate, the other the house of 
representatives, and both together the general assembly. The style of their 
laws shall be: Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Assembly convened. 
Article Twelfth: Sec. 1.  
Amendments to this constitution may be proposed by any member of the 
senate or house of representatives. An amendment so proposed, 
approved upon roll call by a yea vote of at least a majority, but by less 
than three-fourths, of the total membership of each house, shall be 
published with the laws which may have been passed at the same session 
and be continued to the regular session of the general assembly elected 
at the general election to be held on the Tuesday after the first Monday 
of November in the next even-numbered year. An amendment so 
proposed, approved upon roll call by a yea vote of at least three-fourths 
of the total membership of each house, or any amendment which, 
having been continued from the previous general assembly, is again 
approved upon roll call by a yea vote of at least a majority of the total 
membership of each house, shall, by the secretary of the state, be 
transmitted to the town clerk in each town in the state, whose duty it shall 
be to present the same to the electors thereof for their consideration at 
the general election to be held on the Tuesday after the first Monday of 
November in the next even-numbered year. If it shall appear, in a manner 
to be provided by law, that a majority of the electors present and voting 
on such amendment at such election shall have approved such 
amendment, the same shall be valid, to all intents and purposes, as a part 
of this constitution. Electors voting by absentee ballot under the provisions 
of the statutes shall be considered to be present and voting. (Art. Twelfth 
amended in 1974. See Art. VI of Amendments to the Constitution of the 
State of Connecticut.) 
Article Thirteenth: Sec. 1.  
The general assembly may, upon roll call, by a yea vote of at least two-
thirds of the total membership of each house, provide for the convening 
of a constitutional convention to amend or revise the constitution of the 
state not earlier than ten years from the date of convening any prior 
convention. 
Sec. 2.  
The question "Shall there be a Constitutional Convention to amend or 
revise the Constitution of the State?" shall be submitted to all the electors 



of the state at the general election held on the Tuesday after the first 
Monday in November in the even-numbered year next succeeding the 
expiration of a period of twenty years from the date of convening of the 
last convention called to revise or amend the constitution of the state, 
including the Constitutional Convention of 1965, or next succeeding the 
expiration of a period of twenty years from the date of submission of such 
a question to all electors of the state, whichever date shall last occur. If a 
majority of the electors voting on the question shall signify "yes", the 
general assembly shall provide for such convention as provided in Section 
3 of this article. 
Sec. 3.  
In providing for the convening of a constitutional convention to amend or 
revise the constitution of the state the general assembly shall, upon roll 
call, by a yea vote of at least two-thirds of the total membership of each 
house, prescribe by law the manner of selection of the membership of 
such convention, the date of convening of such convention, which shall 
be not later than one year from the date of the roll call vote under 
Section 1 of this article or one year from the date of the election under 
Section 2 of this article, as the case may be, and the date for final 
adjournment of such convention. 
Sec. 4.  
Proposals of any constitutional convention to amend or revise the 
constitution of the state shall be submitted to all the electors of the state 
not later than two months after final adjournment of the convention, 
either as a whole or in such parts and with such alternatives as the 
convention may determine. Any proposal of the convention to amend or 
revise the constitution of the state submitted to such electors in 
accordance with this section and approved by a majority of such electors 
voting on the question shall be valid, to all intents and purposes, as a part 
of this constitution. Such proposals when so approved shall take effect 
thirty days after the date of the vote thereon unless otherwise provided in 
the proposal.  
Amendments Article VI. 
Article Twelfth of the constitution is amended to read as follows: 
Amendments to this constitution may be proposed by any member of the 
senate or house of representatives. An amendment so proposed, 
approved upon roll call by a yea vote of at least a majority, but by less 
than three-fourths, of the total membership of each house, shall be 
published with the laws which may have been passed at the same session 
and be continued to the regular session of the general assembly elected 
at the next general election to be held on the Tuesday after the first 
Monday of November in an even-numbered year. An amendment so 
proposed, approved upon roll call by a yea vote of at least three-fourths 
of the total membership of each house, or any amendment which, 
having been continued from the previous general assembly, is again 
approved upon roll call by a yea vote of at least a majority of the total 



membership of each house, shall, by the secretary of the state, be 
transmitted to the town clerk in each town in the state, whose duty it shall 
be to present the same to the electors thereof for their consideration at 
the next general election to be held on the Tuesday after the first Monday 
of November in an even-numbered year. If it shall appear, in a manner to 
be provided by law, that a majority of the electors present and voting on 
such amendment at such election shall have approved such 
amendment, the same shall be valid, to all intents and purposes, as a part 
of this constitution. Electors voting by absentee ballot under the provisions 
of the statutes shall be considered to be present and voting. 
 


