
Statewide Initiative Usage 
 

Number Of Initiatives Number Passed Number Failed Passage Rate 
60 20 40 33% 

 
Statewide Initiatives 

 
Year Measure 

Number Type Subject Matter Description Pass/Fail 

1914 N/A DA Business Regulation Relative to the incorporation, regulation 
and supervision of beneficiary societies. Failed 

1916 N/A DA Business Regulation Relative to the regulation of beneficiary 
societies. Failed 

1919 N/A DA Alcohol Regulation Relative to the manufacture of cider, 
wines, beer, etc. Failed 

1920 N/A DA Education 

Relative to compulsory attendance at 
the public schools of all residents of 

Michigan between the ages of five years 
and sixteen years. 

Failed 

1924 N/A DA Education Relative to compulsory attendance in 
public schools. Failed 

1924 N/A DA Taxes Relative to an income tax. Failed 

1924 N/A DA Apportionment/Redis
tricting 

Relative to division of the state into 
senatorial and representative districts. Failed 

1930 N/A DA Apportionment/Redis
tricting 

Relative to apportionment of legislative 
districts. Failed 

1932 N/A DA Alcohol Regulation Relative to establishment of a liquor 
control commission. Passed 

1932 N/A DA Taxes Relative to limitation of taxes assessed 
against property. Passed 

1932 N/A DA Administration of 
Government 

Relative to term of office and 
apportionment of senators and 

representatives in state legislature. 
Failed 

1932 N/A DA Taxes Relative to exemption from taxation of 
homesteads, etc. Failed 

1934 N/A DA Taxes 

Relative to limiting specific taxes upon 
gasoline and like fuel sold or used to 
propel motor vehicles, and providing 
exemptions of certain other taxes for 

those engaged in manufacturing, etc. 
gasoline and like fuels. 

Failed 

1934 N/A DA Taxes 

Relative to abolishing the uniform rule of 
taxation and to permit the classification 
of property for taxation purposes and an 

income tax for public schools. 

Failed 

1934 N/A DA Taxes 

Relative to limiting registration license 
fees or taxes on all motor vehicles 

except commercial motor vehicles and 
motorcycles, and providing for 

exemptions from certain other taxes. 

Failed 

1934 N/A DA Election Reform Relative to providing for nonpartisan 
elections of judges. Failed 

1934 N/A DA Administration of 
Government 

Relative to permitting the adoption of 
home rule government by counties. Failed 

1936 N/A DA Taxes 
Relative to exempting certain articles of 
food and prepared meals from the sales 

tax. 
Failed 

1936 N/A DA Alcohol Regulation 
Relative to prohibition after December 

31, 1937, certain real property taxes and 
to provide for an income tax. 

Failed 

1938 N/A DA Administration of 
Government 

Relative to increasing terms of County 
offices from two- to four-year terms. Failed 

1938 N/A DA Judicial Reform 
Relative to non-partisan nomination and 
appointment of supreme court justices 

for 8 year terms. 
Failed 



Year Measure 
Number Type Subject Matter Description Pass/Fail 

1938 N/A DA Taxes 
Relative to guaranteeing that gas and 

weight tax monies be used solely for 
highways, roads and streets. 

Passed 

1939 N/A DA Election Reform Relative to nonpartisan election of 
judges. Passed 

1940 N/A DA Administration of 
Government 

Establishing a new system of civil service 
in state employment. Passed 

1942 N/A DA Administration of 
Government 

To permit Wayne County to adopt a 
charter. Failed 

1946 N/A DA Administration of 
Government 

To permit Wayne County to adopt a 
charter. Failed 

1946 N/A DA Administration of 
Government 

Return of portion of sales tax to certain 
municipalities Passed 

1948 N/A DA Taxes Modify 15 mill limitation. Passed 
1950 N/A DA Business Regulation To permit the sale of oleomargarine. Passed 

1952 N/A DA Apportionment/Redis
tricting 

Establishing senatorial districts and 
providing decennial reapportionment of 

representatives by legislatures. 
Passed 

1952 N/A DA Apportionment/Redis
tricting 

To provide for decennial 
reapportionment of senate and house of 

representatives by secretary of state. 
Failed 

1954 N/A DA Gaming Permit the legislature to authorize 
charitable lotteries. Failed 

1962 N/A DA Constitutional 
Convention 

Relative to calling constitutional 
convention. Passed 

1972 N/A DA Daylight Savings Time Proposal to change Michigan to 
Daylight Saving Time. Passed 

1972 N/A DA Abortion Proposal to allow abortion under certain 
conditions. Failed 

1976 N/A DA Administration of 
Government 

Proposal to place a limitation on state 
spending. Failed 

1976 N/A DA Taxes Proposal to remove the ban on 
graduated income tax. Failed 

1976 N/A DA Environmental 
Reform 

A proposal to ban throw-away bottles 
and cans. Passed 

1978 B IDS Legal Limit parole-violent criminals; minimum 
sentence. Passed 

1978 D DA Alcohol Regulation Must be 21 to purchase/posses alcohol. Passed 
1978 E DA Taxes Tax limitation (Headlee Amendment). Passed 

1978 G DA Labor Collective bargaining for Michigan state 
Troopers. Passed 

1978 H DA Education 
Exempt property tax from school 
operations and also would have 

established a school voucher system. 
Failed 

1978 J DA Taxes Property and taxes, local mandates, 
voter approval. Failed 

1980 N/A DA Taxes Taxes for school finance; equal per pupil 
funding. Failed 

1980 N/A DA Taxes Reduce property taxes; voter approval 
for new taxes. Failed 

1982 N/A DA Administration of 
Government 

Establish elected Public Service 
Commission. Failed 

1982 N/A IDS Business Regulation Foreclosures:  not "due on sale" clauses; 
security. Failed 

1982 N/A IDS Utility Regulation Hearings on utility rate increases, 
procedures. Passed 

1982 N/A M 
Nuclear 

weapons/facilities/w
aste 

Mutual nuclear weapons freeze with 
Soviet Union. Passed 

1982 N/A DA Administration of 
Government Create department of State Police. Failed 

1984 N/A DA Taxes State/local tax rates set to those of 
12/31/81. Failed 

1992 B DA Term Limits Term limits on state legislature 6/8 and 
Congress 6/12. Passed 



Year Measure 
Number Type Subject Matter Description Pass/Fail 

1992 N/A DA Taxes Exempt property tax from school funds;  
increases. Failed 

1992 N/A IDS Business Regulation Amendment of auto insurance laws. Failed 

1996 D IDS Animal Rights 
Limits the bear hunting season and 

prohibits the use of bait and dogs to 
hunt bear. 

Failed 

1996 E IDS Gaming Permit casino gambling in Detroit. Passed 

1998 B IDS Physician assisted 
suicide 

Allows a mentally competent adult who 
is suffering from a terminal illness to 

request and obtain medication from a 
physician to end that patient’s own life 

in a humane and dignified manner. 

Failed 

2000 1 DA Education 

Create voucher system. Guarantee per-
pupil funding in public schools; require 

testing of teachers in academic 
subjects. 

Failed 

2000 2 DA Administration of 
Government 

Requires supermajority vote of legislature 
interfere in municipal affairs. Failed 

 


