
Tennessee Constitution 
 
The state does not have the statewide initiative process and so therefore 
the following provisions discuss the procedures used by the state 
legislature to place constitutional amendments on the ballot. 
 
ARTICLE XI. 
Miscellaneous Provisions 
Section 3.  
Any amendment or amendments to this Constitution may be proposed in 
the Senate or House of Representatives, and if the same shall be agreed 
to by a majority of all the members elected to each of the two houses, 
such proposed amendment or amendments shall be entered on their 
journals with the yeas and nays thereon, and referred to the General 
Assembly then next to be chosen; and shall be published six months 
previous to the time of making such choice; and if in the General 
Assembly then next chosen as aforesaid, such proposed amendment or 
amendments shall be agreed to by two-thirds of all the members elected 
to each house, then it shall be the duty of the General Assembly to submit 
such proposed amendment or amendments to the people at the next 
general election in which a governor is to be chosen. And if the people 
shall approve and ratify such amendment or amendments by a majority 
of all the citizens of the state voting for governor, voting in their favor, such 
amendment or amendments shall become a part of this Constitution. 
When any amendment or amendments to the Constitution shall be 
proposed in pursuance of the foregoing provisions the same shall at each 
of said sessions be read three times on three several days in each house. 
The Legislature shall have the right by law to submit to the people, at any 
general election, the question of calling a convention to alter, reform, or 
abolish this Constitution, or to alter, reform or abolish any specified part or 
parts of it; and when, upon such submission, a majority of all the voters 
voting upon the proposal submitted shall approve the proposal to call a 
convention, the delegates to such convention shall be chosen at the next 
general election and the convention shall assemble for the consideration 
of such proposals as shall have received a favorable vote in said election, 
in such mode and manner as shall be prescribed. No change in, or 
amendment to, this Constitution proposed by such convention shall 
become effective, unless within the limitations of the call of the 
convention, and unless approved and ratified by a majority of the 
qualified voters voting separately on such change or amendment at an 
election to be held in such manner and on such date as may be fixed by 
the convention. No such convention shall be held oftener than once in six 
years.  
 


