New lJersey Constitution

The state does not have the statewide initiative process and so therefore
the following provisions discuss the procedures used by the state
legislature to place constitutional amendments on the ballot.

Article IX

1. Any specific amendment or amendments to this Constitution may be
proposed in the Senate or General Assembly. At least twenty calendar
days prior to the first vote thereon in the house in which such amendment
or amendments are first infroduced, the same shall be printed and placed
on the desks of the members of each house. Thereafter and prior to such
vote a public hearing shall be held thereon. If the proposed amendment
or amendments or any of them shall be agreed to by three-fifths of all the
members of each of the respective houses, the same shall be submitted
to the people. If the same or any of them shall be agreed to by less then
three-fifths but nevertheless by a majority of all the members of each of
the respective houses, such proposed amendment or amendments shall
be referred to the Legislature in the next legislative year; and if in that year
the same or any of them shall be agreed to by a majority of all the
members of each of the respective houses, then such amendment or
amendments shall be submitted to the people.

2. The proposed amendment or amendments shall be entered on the
journal of each house with the yeas and nays of the members voting
thereon.

3. The Legislature shall cause the proposed amendment or amendments
to be published at least once in one or more newspapers of each county,
if any be published therein, not less than three months prior to submission
to the people.

4. The proposed amendment or amendments shall then be submitted to
the people at the next general election in the manner and form provided
by the Legislature.

5. If more than one amendment be submitted, they shall be submitted in
such manner and form that the people may vote for or against each
amendment separately and distinctly.

6. If the proposed amendment or amendments or any of them shall be
approved by a majority of the legally qualified voters of the State voting
thereon, the same shall become part of the Constitution on the thirtieth
day after the election, unless otherwise provided in the amendment or
amendments.

7. If at the election a proposed amendment shall not be approved,
neither such proposed amendment nor one to effect the same or
substantially the same change in the Constitution shall be submitted to
the people before the third general election thereafter.



