
Florida Constitution 
 
Article XI: Section 3.  Initiative. 
The power to propose the revision or amendment of any portion or 
portions of this constitution by initiative is reserved to the people, provided 
that, any such revision or amendment, except for those limiting the power 
of government to raise revenue, shall embrace but one subject and 
matter directly connected therewith. It may be invoked by filing with the 
secretary of state a petition containing a copy of the proposed revision or 
amendment, signed by a number of electors in each of one half of the 
congressional districts of the state, and of the state as a whole, equal to 
eight percent of the votes cast in each of such districts respectively and in 
the state as a whole in the last preceding election in which presidential 
electors were chosen.  
 

Florida Statutes 
 
Title IV: Chapter 15: Section 15.21 
The Secretary of State shall immediately submit an initiative petition to the 
Attorney General if the sponsor has: 
(1) Registered as a political committee pursuant to s. 106.03; 
(2) Submitted the ballot title, substance, and text of the proposed revision 
or amendment to the Secretary of State pursuant to ss. 100.371 and 
101.161; and 
(3) Obtained a letter from the Division of Elections confirming that the 
sponsor has submitted to the appropriate supervisors for verification, and 
the supervisors have verified forms signed and dated equal to 10 percent 
of the number of electors statewide and in at least one-fourth of the 
congressional districts required by s. 3, Art. XI of the State Constitution. 
Title IV: Chapter 16: Section 16.061: Initiative Petitions 
(1) The Attorney General shall, within 30 days after receipt of a proposed 
revision or amendment to the State Constitution by initiative petition from 
the Secretary of State, petition the Supreme Court, requesting an advisory 
opinion regarding the compliance of the text of the proposed 
amendment or revision with s. 3, Art. XI of the State Constitution and the 
compliance of the proposed ballot title and substance with s. 101.161. The 
petition may enumerate any specific factual issues which the Attorney 
General believes would require a judicial determination. 
(2) A copy of the petition shall be provided to the Secretary of State and 
the principal officer of the sponsor. 
Title IX: Chapter 100: Section 100.371 Initiatives; procedure for placement 
on ballot. 
(1) Constitutional amendments proposed by initiative shall be placed on 
the ballot for the general election occurring in excess of 90 days from the 
certification of ballot position by the Secretary of State.  



(2) Such certification shall be issued when the Secretary of State has 
received verification certificates from the supervisors of elections 
indicating that the requisite number and distribution of valid signatures of 
electors have been submitted to and verified by the supervisors. Every 
signature shall be dated when made and shall be valid for a period of 4 
years following such date, provided all other requirements of law are 
complied with.  
(3) The sponsor of an initiative amendment shall, prior to obtaining any 
signatures, register as a political committee pursuant to s. 106.03 and 
submit the text of the proposed amendment to the Secretary of State, 
with the form on which the signatures will be affixed, and shall obtain the 
approval of the Secretary of State of such form. The Secretary of State 
shall promulgate rules pursuant to s. 120.54 prescribing the style and 
requirements of such form.  
(4) The sponsor shall submit signed and dated forms to the appropriate 
supervisor of elections for verification as to the number of registered 
electors whose valid signatures appear thereon. The supervisor shall 
promptly verify the signatures upon payment of the fee required by s. 
99.097. Upon completion of verification, the supervisor shall execute a 
certificate indicating the total number of signatures checked, the number 
of signatures verified as valid and as being of registered electors, and the 
distribution by congressional district. This certificate shall be immediately 
transmitted to the Secretary of State. The supervisor shall retain the 
signature forms for at least 1 year following the election in which the issue 
appeared on the ballot or until the Division of Elections notifies the 
supervisors of elections that the committee which circulated the petition is 
no longer seeking to obtain ballot position.  
(5) The Secretary of State shall determine from the verification certificates 
received from supervisors of elections the total number of verified valid 
signatures and the distribution of such signatures by congressional districts. 
Upon a determination that the requisite number and distribution of valid 
signatures have been obtained, the secretary shall issue a certificate of 
ballot position for that proposed amendment and shall assign a 
designating number pursuant to s. 101.161. A petition shall be deemed to 
be filed with the Secretary of State upon the date of the receipt by the 
secretary of a certificate or certificates from supervisors of elections 
indicating the petition has been signed by the constitutionally required 
number of electors.  
(6) The Department of State shall have the authority to promulgate rules in 
accordance with s. 120.54 to carry out the provisions of this section. 
Section 101.161: Referenda; ballots 
(1) Whenever a constitutional amendment or other public measure is 
submitted to the vote of the people, the substance of such amendment 
or other public measure shall be printed in clear and unambiguous 
language on the ballot after the list of candidates, followed by the word 
"yes" and also by the word "no," and shall be styled in such a manner that 



a "yes" vote will indicate approval of the proposal and a "no" vote will 
indicate rejection. The wording of the substance of the amendment or 
other public measure and the ballot title to appear on the ballot shall be 
embodied in the joint resolution, constitutional revision commission 
proposal, constitutional convention proposal, taxation and budget reform 
commission proposal, or enabling resolution or ordinance. The substance 
of the amendment or other public measure shall be an explanatory 
statement, not exceeding 75 words in length, of the chief purpose of the 
measure. The ballot title shall consist of a caption, not exceeding 15 words 
in length, by which the measure is commonly referred to or spoken of. 
(2) The substance and ballot title of a constitutional amendment 
proposed by initiative shall be prepared by the sponsor and approved by 
the Secretary of State in accordance with rules adopted pursuant to s. 
120.54. The Department of State shall give each proposed constitutional 
amendment a designating number for convenient reference. This number 
designation shall appear on the ballot. Designating numbers shall be 
assigned in the order of filing or certification of the amendments. The 
Department of State shall furnish the designating number, the ballot title, 
and the substance of each amendment to the supervisor of elections of 
each county in which such amendment is to be voted on. 
Section 104.185: Petitions; knowingly signing more than once; signing 
another person’s name or a fictitious name.  
1. A person who knowingly signs a petition or petitions for a candidate, a 
minor political party, or an issue more than one time commits a 
misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 
775.083. 
2. A person who signs another person’s name or a fictitious name to any 
petition to secure ballot position for a candidate, a minor political party, 
or an issue commits a misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as 
provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083. 
Section 106.19 (3): Violations by candidates, persons connected with 
campaigns, and political committees. 
A political committee sponsoring a constitutional amendment proposed 
by initiative which submits a petition form gathered by a paid petition 
circulator which does not provide the name and address of the paid 
petition circulator on the form is subject to the civil penalties prescribed in 
s. 106.265, Florida Statutes. 
 


