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WASHINGTON CITIZENS OVERWHELMINGLY SUPPORT THE INITIATIVE PROCESS, A NEW SURVEY FINDS

Poll also suggests substantial support for up-coming ballot measures.
Washington, DC: A survey by Rasmussen Research commissioned by the Initiative & Referendum Institute shows that Washington voters overwhelmingly support the state's initiative process. The survey, conducted on June 20, 1999 of 500 likely voters, found that 83.9% of Washingtonians support keeping the initiative and referendum process, while only 8.1% want to see it eliminated.

The survey also found that voters see the initiative process as less corrupted by special interests and more reflective of the people's will than the state legislature.  57.5% of Washington citizens believe that lobbyists and specials interests have more influence on laws passed by the legislature than laws passed by the voters, the survey found.  Only 13.1% believe that lobbyists have more influence over the initiative process than the state legislature.  In addition, 48.2% believe that laws passed by the initiative process are more representative of the will of the people than laws passed by state legislators.  In contrast, only 30.8% believe that the state legislature is more representative.

"The fact that more than 80% of Washington's voters favor the initiative process indicates that citizens view initiatives as an essential part of democracy" stated Scott Rasmussen, president of Rasmussen Research, the company commissioned to conduct the poll. "The survey also suggests," Rasmussen pointed out "that voters also view initiatives as a way to limit the impact of special interest legislation."

M. Dane Waters, president of the Initiative & Referendum Institute, stated, "the survey shows how truly valuable the initiative process is to Washington voters. They see it as a means to by-pass the legislature when they feel that legislators are to attentive to special interests or partisan politics to do what needs to be done."

(continued)

The Rasmussen survey also polled respondents on their level of support for initiatives that are currently circulating for the November 1999 ballot. The poll found:

•
72.6% would support a measure requiring voter approval for any tax increase and setting license tab fees at $30 a year.  

•
57.9% favor a measure to privatize state-owned liquor stores. 

•
57.9% would support a measure requiring public school teachers to receive a cost-of-living salary increase each year. 

•
32.6% would support a measure to allow counties with a population of less than 15,000 to permit electronic gaming devices including slot machines. 

•
38.5% expressed support for an initiative to prohibit commercial net, troll, and trawl fishing in fresh and marine waters.

•
69.7% would support a measure to revise property taxes including a rollback to 1990 valuation levels.

The complete Rasmussen Research survey is viewable on the Institute's website, www.iandrinstitute.org under the “What's Hot” section as well as on Rasmussen Research’s website at www.PortraitofAmerica.com.

The Initiative & Referendum Institute is a 501(c)(3) non-profit non-partisan tax-exempt educational organization dedicated to educating the people on the initiative and referendum process. The Institute does not take a position with respect to any ballot measure.  The material made available in this release and on our websites is for informational purposes only.
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