Blue Sky Games Enhanced With Two New Additions

Page 2

Initiative & Referendum Institute

1825 I Street, NW, Suite 400

Washington, DC 20006

Phone 202.429.5539

Fax 202.429.9574

mdanewaters@iandrinstitute.org
For Details, Contact:

M. Dane Waters
Initiative & Referendum Institute

Phone 202.429.5539



For Immediate Release 

Press Release

Texans Support Initiative and Referendum by a 6-to-1 Margin

State-wide poll for the Initiative & Referendum Institute shows across the board support for Initiative and Referendum
Washington, July 20, 1998:  In a poll conducted by Rasmussen Research for the Initiative & Referendum Institute on July 14, 1998, Texans showed their support for the Initiative process.  “By a 6-to-1 margin the citizens of Texas have shown that they want the Initiative and Referendum process,” stated M. Dane Waters, President of the Initiative & Referendum Institute, a non-profit non-partisan tax exempt educational organization dedicated to protecting and educating the people on the Initiative and Referendum process.  “Texans have seen in other states the tremendous reforms that have been made possible by the people utilizing the I&R process, reforms like term limits, tax reform, campaign finance reform and environmental reform.  They realize that these reforms were only possible by the people using I&R because they couldn’t count on their elected representatives to give them the reforms they wanted,” continued Waters.

The poll was conducted among 500 Texans and has a margin of error of +/- 4.5 percentage points.  They were asked, “Many states allow citizens to place proposed laws or constitutional amendments directly on the ballot by collecting petitions signatures from registered voters.  If the proposed law or amendment is approved by voters on election day, it becomes law.  This is called the Initiative process.  Texas citizens do not have the Initiative process.  Should Texas citizens be given the right to use the Initiative process?”  74% said yes, 12% said no and 13% were not sure.  The responses, when broken down by gender, age, race, income and political affiliation showed an across the board support for Initiative and Referendum.

In a follow-up question, the respondents were asked if Governor Bush should call a special session of the legislature for the sole purpose of getting the legislature to give Texas citizens the right to place initiatives on the ballot – 73% believed that he should.

“This clearly shows that Texans don’t want political shenanigans to continue in Austin.  They want their elected officials to bring Initiative and Referendum to the people.  They want Governor Bush to take clear decisive action on this issue,” stated Dennis Polhill, Chairman of the Initiative & Referendum Institute.
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