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For Immediate Release 

Press Release

Voters in 17 states will go to the polls this November to vote on 65 questions placed on the ballot by the people.

Washington State will be the “hot bed” of citizen initiated measures with Medical Marijuana, Minimum Wage, Affirmative Action and Partial Birth Abortion on the ballot.
Washington, September 30, 1998:  “1998 is the 100th anniversary of Initiative and Popular Referendum in the United States.  The people are still utilizing the process in the manner it was envisioned – to propose laws and constitutional amendments, through the initiative, that their elected representatives have been unwilling to propose, and to stop, through popular referendum, legislative action that is not supported by the people.  Washington State is a perfect example of a thriving initiative process.  The people have placed four issues on this November’s ballot that state legislators have been unwilling to address: the issue of racial preferences, the use of medical marijuana, minimum wage and the banning of partial birth abortion.  Washington voters got tired of waiting for the legislature to act and decided to take these issues directly to their fellow citizens for action” stated Dane Waters President and Founder of the Initiative & Referendum Institute, a 501 (c) (3) non-profit non-partisan research and educational organization founded to study the Initiative and Referendum process in America.

In 17 states, the voters will have the opportunity to vote on 65 questions placed on the ballot by citizens collecting signatures on petitions.  Here are some specifics:

1) There will be an Initiative or Popular Referendum on the ballot in 17 states.

2) There will be 65 Initiatives and Popular Referendum (22 amendments, 37 statutes and 6 popular referendums) voted on this November (This number is subject to change - there are legal challenges to an Initiative in Arizona, Arkansas and Colorado and therefore this number could be reduced to 62). This is a decrease in Initiatives and Popular Referendum of 29% from 1996 that had 91 Initiatives and Popular Referendum on the general election ballot.  

3) Issues to be voted on this November include: (Abortion: 3 on the ballot), (Administrative: 4 on the ballot), (Affirmative Action: 1 on the ballot), (Animal Rights: 6 on the ballot), (Campaign Finance: 5 on the ballot), (Crime: 3 on the ballot), (Education: 4 on the ballot), (Elections: 4 on the ballot), (English Language: 1 on the ballot), (Environmental: 8 on the ballot), (Farming: 1 on the ballot), (Gaming: 2 on the ballot), (Initiative and Referendum: 1 on the ballot), (Medical Marijuana: 6 on the ballot), (Minimum Wage: 1 on the ballot), (Physician Assisted Suicide: 1 on the ballot), (Taxes: 8 on the ballot), (Term Limits: 4 on the ballot), (Utilities: 2 on the ballot).

5) Oregon will have the most Initiative and Popular Referendum on the November ballot with a total of eleven.  Colorado is second with nine.  Arizona and California have seven each, Montana and Alaska have five each, Washington has four, Massachusetts and South Dakota have three each, Missouri, Nebraska and Nevada each have two and Idaho, Michigan, North Dakota, Ohio and Arkansas each have one.

6) There will be no Initiatives in six of the Initiative states.  These include Florida, Illinois, Maine, Mississippi, Oklahoma, Utah and Wyoming.


The Initiative & Referendum Institute does not group ballot issues by Liberal versus Conservative. Because these terms are subjective, we group and report Initiatives and Popular Referendum by subject matter and leave the categorizing by political ideology to the individual.  “However” says Waters “one thing that can be said about the Initiative and Popular Referendum process is that it is used by a wide variety of individuals with varied political philosophies - Conservatives, Liberals, Libertarians, Greens, etc.  There are Initiatives and Popular Referendum that limit government as well as those that expand government, those that increase taxes or lower taxes and those that empower government and those that empower citizens.”
Additionally this November, there will be a constitutional amendment placed on the ballot by the state legislature in Mississippi (requiring that petition circulators be residents of the state), Missouri (shortening the circulation period by 2 months), Utah (requiring a super majority vote for Initiatives that pertain to the taking of wildlife) and Wyoming (increasing the distribution requirement for Initiatives and Referendum).  Dennis Polhill, the Institute’s Chairman stated, “these proposed amendments would have an adverse affect on the process.  Instead of making the process more useable and therefore less costly to the people, the legislatures have chosen to propose legislation that will make the process less useable and more costly.” 
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Media Note: In our “post-election report” we will provide an analysis of the election results by subject matter, but we will also provide an analysis by a conservative and a liberal opinion leader so you can get their impression of the election results.  The report will also include a complete compilation of the number of statewide Initiatives that have appeared on the ballot from 1898 to 1998 as well as statistics on how many have passed and failed.  This information will be reported in an overall report as well as broken down by decade.   Please do not hesitate to contact the Institute if you need any additional information regarding Initiative and Referendum.  If you would no longer like to receive press releases from the Institute or notify us of any information that is incorrect regarding the recipient of this press release, please fax the information to 202.986.3001 or email it to mdanewaters@iandrinstitute.org.  Additionally, the Institute would be very appreciative if you would forward any stories that run based on this information to the Institute at the address listed on the front page of the release.
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