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May 10, 2001

Press Release

Americans Favor the Citizen Initiative

Voters Want I&R in the States—and Nationally

Oppose Further Regulation by Legislators
Washington, DC:  Americans overwhelmingly support the citizen initiative process, so much so that they want the process implemented at the national level while opposing efforts by state legislators to further regulate the process in the 24 states that currently have it, according to a new poll.

The poll of 992 Americans found that 68 percent favor the citizen initiative process in their state, surpassing those in opposition by a 5 to 1 margin.  Additionally, 58 percent favor establishing a similar process at the federal level, while only 21 percent oppose it.

"The American people want more say about their government at all levels," said M. Dane Waters, president of the Initiative & Referendum Institute in Washington, D.C. "Through the citizen initiative process voters can tackle issues that legislators are ducking or enact reforms that would never be considered by self-interested politicians."

In the 24 states that currently enjoy the citizen initiative process, numerous legislative attempts are underway to regulate the process, virtually always to make it more difficult to qualify new initiatives for the ballot.  Yet, according to the poll, a majority of citizens oppose further regulation of initiatives by the legislature.

Citizens also seriously questioned the motives of the legislators proposing new regulations.  Two out of three respondents said legislators were motivated "to protect their own power," while only one in six felt legislators were "trying to protect the public."

"Americans are strongly suspicious of attempts by legislators to tinker with the process, " Waters stated.  "They know legislators dislike the process because it constitutes a major political check on their power."

The national poll was conducted April 29-May 1, 2001 by Rasmussen Research and had 992 respondents for a margin of error of 3.11 percent.  The results of the poll follow. 

For more information on the poll contact Dane Waters at (202) 429-5539.
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