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May 9, 2001

Press Release
Americans Favor National Initiative

Support Nationwide Votes on Taxes, Not Troops
Washington, DC:  Americans favor more direct citizen input on national issues, including the establishment of a national initiative process patterned after citizen initiatives currently in operation in 24 states, but citizens are split on the issues which should be decided by voters directly, according to a new poll.

The poll of 992 Americans found that by a better than 2 to 1 margin citizens favor a national initiative process.  But while 55 percent said that voters should have the opportunity to decide between competing tax relief packages if President Bush and the Congress cannot come to an agreement, only 41 percent wanted a national referendum before sending troops into a foreign conflict in which the U.S. had not been attacked.

"Americans want to restore citizen control of government," said M. Dane Waters, president of Initiative & Referendum Institute.  "Yet, the people are thoughtful in their desire for more input.  On taxes, they have few qualms about deciding the issue at the polls.  On foreign policy, where timing may be critical and information sketchy, voters aren't so sure the decision can be effectively made through a referendum."

"This argues for, not against, an initiative process at the federal level," Waters contends. "We may disagree with the majority of voters from time to time, but over the long haul voters get it right most of the time.  Plus, voters are thoughtful in considering the costs to effective government."

In considering whether a national referendum should let voters decide between competing tax relief plans, voters in every age group, across all racial groups and both men and women favored the idea.  Nearly 58 percent of women favored the idea, while 52 percent of men favored it.  Support outpaced opposition in every age group, but only among those 65 years and older did support fall below a majority, 44.5 percent.

Americans were badly split on the idea of a national referendum before sending troops into a foreign conflict.  Overall, 41.4 percent favored such a referendum, while 45.5 opposed it.  But among 18 to 29 year olds, those who would more likely do the actual fighting, 56.7 percent favored such a referendum.  A majority of black Americans also favored a referendum by 56.2 percent.

The national poll was conducted April 29-May 1, 2001 by Rasmussen Research and had 992 respondents for a margin of error of 3.11 percent.  The results of the poll follow. 
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