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Get Election Analysis of Ballot Measures 

Facing Voters Across the Country 

Dane Waters of the Initiative and Referendum Institute Available for Comment

(Washington, DC)  On Tuesday, November 5th, citizens around the country will go to the polls to vote for their elected officials – but that’s not all.  In 40 states voters will decide on 202 statewide ballot measures - 53 from the people and 149 from the government.  The issues to be decided will be as mundane as “revising certain constitutional articles pertaining to the executive branch” in Arkansas to controversial issues like legalizing marijuana in Nevada and authorizing the death penalty for capital crimes in Florida.
All the information on the hot issues to watch this fall can be found in a 46 page pre-election report compiled by the Initiative & Referendum Institute. A complete state-by-state listing of what will appear on November’s ballot is added in the report as well.  It is available at www.ballotwatch.org.  

“The initiative process is such a powerful tool for the citizens and its importance is often overlooked by the media.  In what other venue will you find the people casting votes on drugs, taxes, cockfighting and the death penalty – all at the same time,” said M. Dane Waters, President of the Initiative & Referendum Institute.

However, as the Institute has highlighted over the years, state legislators don’t like the power the direct voice the initiative process provides to the people. They have become more and more hostile to the initiative process, seeing it as a vehicle that takes away their lawmaking power. Therefore, state legislators are trying to make it harder for citizens to propose initiatives by increasing the difficulty and cost of utilizing the initiative process, as seen this election cycle in Oklahoma and Montana.  

This election will mark a 30% decrease from the last election in the number of initiatives placed on the ballot and will also represent the fewest number of initiatives on the ballot since 1986 - when 46 statewide initiatives were voted on. The reason for the decrease in the number of initiatives can be attributed to three distinct factors: 1) increased regulation; 2) increased judicial action; and 3) potential users of the process are waiting to see what the new makeup of the state legislatures and Congress will be after redistricting and the mid-term elections.  

Waters concluded, “One thing is for certain, whatever the outcome on election day, the fiscal and social impacts of these ballot measures will be far reaching and long lasting.”

For in-depth analysis of the I&R process and the ballot measures being voted on this election cycle, interview one of the foremost experts on the initiative and referendum process, Mr. M. Dane Waters, president of the Initiative & Referendum Institute, by calling Stella Harrison of Stellar Strategies at 703-837-1820/mobile 202-431-6461.    

