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For Immediate Release 

Press Release

South Dakota Governor William Janklow joins Initiative & Referendum Institute Advisory Board.

Says “initiative and referendum helps increase South Dakota voter turnout”
Washington, January 26, 1999 - The Initiative & Referendum Institute proudly announces the addition of South Dakota Governor William Janklow to the Institute's National Advisory Board.  The Institute, founded in January 1998, is a non-profit, non-partisan foundation dedicated to the protection, promotion and expansion of initiative and referendum in America.  

Initiative & Referendum Institute President, Dane Waters noted, "this past November marked the 100th anniversary of initiative and popular referendum in America.  Governors across the country have used this milestone as an opportunity to express their support for the process.  We are particularly delighted to have  Governor Janklow join our advisory board as South Dakota has the distinction of being the first to adopt statewide initiative and popular referendum."

Governor Janklow had this to say about the process, "it is a tool of true democracy to allow citizens to participate directly in making the laws that affect their lives.  Our having that ability is one of the reasons South Dakotans are knowledgeable about issues and have very high voter turnout.  People can define and decide the issue themselves if their elected officials aren't doing things to their satisfaction."

Dennis Polhill, Chairman of the Initiative & Referendum Institute added, "Governor Janklow is an excellent addition to the Institute's Advisory Board as he has a great appreciation for initiative and popular referendum.  We look forward to working with him on initiative and referendum issues in the future and welcome his ideas and advice."

Other Governors who have joined the Initiative & Referendum Institute's Advisory Board including Governor Kirk Fordice of Mississippi, Governor John Engler of Michigan, Governor Mike Foster of Louisiana and Governor Pedro Rossello of Puerto Rico.
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