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June 1, 2001

Press Release

Initiative & Referendum Institute 

Expands Into Europe

Joint Venture Relationship with Existing I&R Groups will Lead To Greater Understanding of European I&R

Amsterdam, The Netherlands: We are proud to announce the creation of a new transnational policy center, dealing with all aspects of citizen lawmaking throughout Europe. 

The Initiative & Referendum Institute – Europe (IRI Europe) will be modeled after the Initiative & Referendum Institute that was founded in Washington, DC by Dane Waters in 1998.  IRI Europe will be a totally autonomous organization from the Institute in the United States but will operate with a similar mission – to bring non-partisan information regarding Direct Democracy and the initiative and referendum process to academics, scholars, elected officials and the media.  “IRI Europe will be instrumental in helping individuals from all over the world understand the complexities of I&R in Europe as well as the importance of the process to the future of the continent”, stated Dane Waters, Chairman of IRI Europe.  

“Direct Democracy by initiative and referendum is booming in Europe. The number of referendums held in European countries, regions and municipalities has multiplied during the last decade. Of the almost 30 European countries, who introduced a new constitution after the end of the cold war, only 3 did not include elements of I&R. Further, many societies in Western Europe are currently in the process of introducing I&R, such as Germany, The Netherlands, Belgium, Portugal and Sweden. Finally I&R will become a more prominent tool on the European Union level as the constitution-drafting process begins. This is why IRI Europe is so important.  So much is happening and up till now there hasn’t been a central point for information on I&R for the citizens of Europe – that is now changing,” stated Bruno Kaufmann, founding Board Member of IRI Europe.

IRI Europe will offer basic and non-partisan educational tools, facts and analyses about citizen lawmaking. Until now, elected officials, government employees, the media and other organizations had no clear place to turn if they needed information on past, present and future I&R elections, as well as non-partisan research on citizen lawmaking.

IRI Europe will be based in Amsterdam, The Netherlands and will work closely with IRI US in Washington, DC and organizations like Mehr Demokratie (Germany) and Agora Europe (Netherlands). 

The institute will be an independent institution and will offer:

· An interactive website (www.iri-europe.org) with regular updates on European I&R events and basic facts about European direct democracy.

· A guide to European I&R which for the first time will concisely and comprehensively summarize the existing and upcoming uses of citizen lawmaking throughout the Continent (to be published in October 2001).

· Workshops, seminars and conferences about I&R.

· A European I&R Rating System, which will help the citizens around the world understand the requirements of using the I&R process in each European country as well as rate the countries on which system is the easiest to utilize to the most difficult (first report out in spring 2002). 

· Transnational database of I&R election results as well as non-partisan and neutral analysis of the impact of issues that are adopted by the voters.

For additional information on the establishment of IRI Europe or on European I&R issues, please contact our Head Office in Amsterdam at +31 20 427 50 91, info@iri-europe.org or visit our website at www.iri-europe.org.
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