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Press Release

Voters pass 37 Initiatives and Popular Referendum and approved a higher percentage than in any other election this decade.

Medical Marijuana, Animal Rights, Campaign Finance Reform and Gaming succeed while Physician Assisted Suicide and School Tax Credits are soundly defeated.  Voters also passed Legislative Referendum that bans same-sex marriage in Alaska and Hawaii.
Washington:  “The people spoke on election day and made it clear they were hungry for true reform” stated Dane Waters, President and Founder of the Initiative & Referendum Institute, a 501 (c) (3) non-profit non-partisan research and educational organization founded to study the Initiative and Referendum process in America.  “The voters addressed the tough issues that elected officials have been unwilling to deal will as well as voted down those reforms they weren’t quite ready for.  Voters approved parental notification for abortion in Colorado and voted to increase the minimum wage and end racial preferences in Washington while rejecting physician assisted suicide in Michigan and tax credits for educational purposes in Colorado,” continued Waters.  Other big winners were term limits (with victories in Alaska, Idaho, Colorado and Nevada), Animal Rights (winning in Arizona, California, Missouri), Campaign Finance Reform (approved in Arizona and Massachusetts) and gaming (with victories in California and Missouri).  This election’s big winner was medical marijuana.  The issue’s clean sweep will almost guarantee that it will be on the ballot in other states in 1999 and 2000.  Ending Racial Preferences and Campaign Finance Reform are other issues that may turn into ballot trends because of their successes. Voters also passed Legislative Referendum that bans same-sex marriages in Alaska and Hawaii as well as voted to open their primary system in Arizona and voted to keep it open in California.  “Another very unusual aspect to this election was the high percentage of Initiatives and Popular Referendum that won – 61%.  36% of these measures were passed in 1990, 51% in 1992, while 49% were approved in 1994 and 44% were passed in 1996.  The 100-year average is 40% approval.  The voters were clearly behind the reforms that many believe can only be enacted through the initiative process,” Waters added.
.
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